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SUBJECT: SOVIET REPORT OF U.S. PURCHASE OF BANGLADESHI 
ISLAND 

1 . PAKISTANI EMBASSY OFFICER CALLED ON DEPARTMENT OFFICER 
MARCH 24 TO ASK FOR COMMENTS ON REPORT CARRIED IN "THE 
SCANNER - A FORTNIGHTLY DIGEST OF CURRENT EVENTS IN THE 
SOUTH ASIAN SUBCONTINENT", APPARENTLY A BRITISH PUBLICA- 
TION. TEXT AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: ACCORDING TO RADIO PEACE AND PROGRESS THE GOVERN- 
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MENT OF BANGLADESH HAS SOLD THE OFFSHORE ISLAND OF ST. 
MARTIN TO AMERICA. THIS OMINOUS NEWS WILL DOUBTLESS, 
OVERWHELM EVERY PATRIOTIC BANGLADESHI WITH DEEP CONCERN. 
WITH OURKNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA, LAOS, 
CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM, IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO VISUALI.E 
THE DREADFUL CONSEQUENCES THAT WOULD RESULT FROM THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AMERICAN MILITARY BASE ON OUR SOIL. 
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OUR COUNTRY AND OUR PEOPLE WOULD BE REDUCED TO BATTLE- 
GROUND AND CANNON FODDER OF THE IMPERIALISTS.. .IT IS WELL- 
KNOWN THAT AMERICA WANTED ST. MARTIN'S ISLAND AS FAR BACK 
AS 1970-71. BUT MR. FARLAND, THE THEN U.S. AMBASSADOR TO 
PAKISTAN, FAILED TO PERSUADE THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN 
TO LEAVE THE ISLAND. EVEN CORRUPT AND INORDINATELY POWER- 
HUNGRY MUJIB REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE AMERICAN PROPOSITION. 

IT IS THEREFORE ASTONISHING THAT THE ZIA REGIME WHICH 
ROLLED TO POWER ON THE CREST OF A POPULAR UPSURGE LED BY 
SEPOYS AND ORDINARY PEOPLE SHOULD SURRENDER TO THE U.S. 
MANIPULATION ... IT BEHOOVES THE BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT TO 
COME FORWARD IMMEDIATELY WITH A CLEAR STATEMENT ON THIS 
MATTER. END QUOTE. 

2. WE TOLD PAKISTANI EMBASSY THAT THE REPORT WAS NONSENSE. 
WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON "THE SCANNER" 
AND WHETHER SUCH REPORTS HAVE BEEN CARRIED ELSEWHERE. 
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